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Chapter 1. Preface

Welcome to Hack Fables, a collection of short parables for hackers.

These stories are designed to be read quickly but pondered slowly. Each parable captures a
common theme or lesson from engineering practice: trade-offs, teamwork, clarity, humility,

and craft.

Contributions are welcome—see the project README for how to add your own parable. They
are ideally each represent real events or situations, distilled into easily digestible hacker
folklore. The illustrations are also currently some fairly sloppy placeholders, so any

contributions there would be greatly appreciated as well.



Chapter 2. The Hamster, the Ferret, and the FireSheep
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At night, they darted like shddows WIth whlskels sllppln past-open windows

to pluck warm 'l\les flom kitchen counters. lt wasn 't Gleed that drove them
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Chapter 3. Moral



Awareness without accessibility is apathy. When everyone can see the risk, everyone can help

fix it.



